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A New Committee,  

      A Vibrant Spirit !! 

Within Earshot (WE) has been on hiatus since 2006 and started again in 2011 by 

a group of dedicated executive committee. WE gives a big applause to the 

2010/2012 committee for all their hard work;  

 

 

2010/2012 Executive Committee 
PRESIDENT        : Melissa Peter 
VICE PRESIDENT       : Saravanan Selanduray 
HON. SECRETARY       : Lok Siew Yean 
ASST. SECRETARY      : Tye Wuey Ping 
HON. TREASURER      : Nor Shahrina Mohd Zawawi  
PUBLICATION PORTFOLIO   : Nadirah Hanim Mannan 
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT PORTFOLIO : Cheryl Siow Yee Kuan                                  
RESEARCH ISSUE PORTFOLIO  : Pamela Thomas Joseph                                                     
STUDENT AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO  : Cecilia Santiago                                                            
PROFESSIONAL ISSUE PORTFOLIO  : Sharimila Magdeline Adaikkalasamy  

 

 

and welcomes the new committee 2012/2014. Our passion for MASH and WE 
will continue with a vibrant spirit, a new outlook and an updated content.   

 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

MASH continues to grow and prosper. WE will be published on a quarterly basis 

and it serves as a platform for members to share knowledge, highlight key          

activities, news and events as well as other relevant resources. So friends, what 

are you waiting for? Send in your contributions to editorialwe@mash.org.my 

and of course be paid for it! WE is happy to receive your articles anytime.   

 

 

Last but not least, WE would also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 

happy reading! 

W ITHIN   EARSHOT  

mailto:mash1995@yahoo.com
mailto:editorialwe@mash.org.my
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Good day everyone, 

 

MASH has been gaining slow but due recognition over the past years and the new committee strives to ensure 
MASH remains relevant to the needs of speech-language pathologists/therapists and audiologists in Malaysia. 

I welcome the new committee, who are my working partners and I welcome each and every member of MASH 
to take the opportunity to contribute, in some ways or other, to the betterment of our profession. 

Through this segment of Within Earshot, I throw a personal invitation to all members, new or old, young and 
young at heart, to take up the challenge to create history with MASH and at the same time, find personal        
fulfillment and joy in working with different colleagues. 

As you may be aware, the Government has recently finalized their draft bill for the Allied Health  Professions Bill, 
in which both our professions stand strong and bold. As such, MASH is entering very  exciting times as there is an 
urgent need to make ourselves known to the government and the public. But not only that, we may have to    
establish ourselves within organizations in the Asian region and globally as Malaysia continues to grow with 
Health Tourism thus encouraging people from different nations to look for the best treatments here. 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ a!{I ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¦bL¢ t9a!b5¦ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ 
Education Lab, while we have and still are receiving invitations from Speech Pathology Australia and ASHA to 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀǎΦ L ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǳǊƎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ        
because without you, it would be impossible for just 9 committee members to make ourselves available for    
government meetings  or NGO meetings even though we understand that these meetings are very important to 
keep our Association knowledgeable and proactive. 

 It is good to refresh and remember some of the important goals of MASH: 

1. To promote appropriate academic and clinical preparation of individuals entering the discipline of human        
communication and hearing sciences and disorders. 

2. To stimulate the exchange of information among persons and organizations thus engaged, and to disseminate 
such information 

3. To promote the individual and collective professional interests of the members of the Association. 

4. To liaise with government departments from time to time in order to keep members well informed of             
government objectives and policies concerning speech language pathology and audiology. 

As a start, I would like to establish a team of people who is willing to represent MASH to work closely with the 
government and be involved in governmentςlinked activities on behalf of MASH. Please write personally to me 
at <thepresident@mash.org.my>. Your scope of responsibility may include writing letters, establishing ties,    
attending government invitations within the scope of education, health and hearing. In addition, we want to  
ensure that our members will have a smooth transition to attain the Certificate of Practice when the Bill is      
approved and that MASH will be heard. Write to me as soon as you can. 

Lastly, I wish to thank the previous Excos and their working group, for without them, we would not be 
 here. Happy reading! 

            

                 Sincerely, 

          

  

The Presidentõs Address 
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EVENTS 

REPORT ON THE STUDENT SEMINAR 2012:  

by Cecilia Santiago, Student Affairs Portfolio Coordinator 

The Student Seminar 2012 begun as a mere idea 

when a group of MASH members were exchanging 

their experiences of supervising students during 

clinical attachments. It was discussed at the time 

that current students at clinic need much help and 

facilitation when they were being asked to give  

reason for clinical decision making or when making 

clinical decisions following the assessment process. 

 

 The Student Seminar 2012 kick-started with Br.  

Saiful Adli Jamaluddin from UIAM and Ms. Mazwin 

Omar, Senior Audiologist and MASH members 

enlightening the crowd on the importance of      

continuous learning and research-mindedness as a 

student and when entering the clinical world.  

 

The Seminar participants were then divided into 

their professional groups. Dr. Kartini Ahmad from 

UKM shared with the Speech Sciences students 

past and current research projects carried out in 

UKM. This was followed by a picturesque and           

insightful presentation on the clinical perspective of           

assessment and therapy in an established               

pediatric speech and language therapy clinic by Ms. 

Chia Kien Eng, a practising SLP and MASH member 

from Island Hospital, Penang.   

 

In a separate lecture hall, Audiology students      

listened attentively to Dr. Normani from USM     

lecturing on past and current local research         

projects in USM. This was followed by Ms. Mazwin 

Omar speaking on the clinical challenges faced by 

audiologists and how student clinicians need to be 

prepared with necessary skills when managing  

clinical cases. 

Audiology and Speech Sciences students from Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia (UIAM) in Kuantan,   

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) in Kubang Krian and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) in Kuala Lumpur 

gathered for the first time under one roof to attend the Student Seminar 2012, jointly organized by the        

Malaysian Association of Speech-Language and Hearing (MASH) and University Kebangsaan Malaysia. The 

event was targeted at Improving Clinical Reasoning and Clinical Judgement Skills in our local students. This 

seminar was held on the 3rd of March 2012 at Kolej Tun Syed Nasir in the UKM Audiology and Speech Sciences 

campus.  



EVENTS 

REPORT ON THE STUDENT SEMINAR 2012:  

(CONTINUED) 
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EVENTS 

REPORT ON THE STUDENT SEMINAR 2012:  

(CONTINUED) 

Following a short break, students were divided 

into groups and presented with problem-based 

scenarios (provided by MASH clinicians) which 

they discussed and tackled various clinical 

questions. Facilitators, made up of MASH  

members, assisted the students in their         

discussions and brainstorming. 

 

After a thought-provoking and stimulating    

afternoon, students were rewarded with a 

Lucky Draw, with prizes donated by BenHo 

Toys, Department of Speech and Hearing,     

Sunway Medical Centre and Melissa Peter, our 

past MASH President. The lucky winners were      

student members Norazimah Aalamuddin, 

Chan Ying Yin, Lynette Tan Jen Ni, Ling Tiew 

Horng of UKM and Tasnim Hazizan and Suffiyah 

Mat Sukri of UIA.  

 

Thank you once again to each and everyone 

who helped make this event a successful and 

fruitful one for our budding clinicians. With the 

positive and constructive feedback received 

from the students, speakers and organizers, we 

plan to make the Student Seminar a yearly   

activity. We welcome ideas, suggestions and 

your time in helping with next years seminar. 

Come onboard and watch this space! 

Dr. Normani 

Br.  Saiful Adli Jamaluddin  

Ms. Mazwin Omar  
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by Cecilia Santiago, Student Affairs Portfolio Coordinator 

REPORT ON THE STUDENT SEMINAR 2012:  

Year 1 students embarking on their Audiology and/or Speech Sciences programme were         

introduced to the Malaysian Association of Speech and Hearing (MASH) this year. In                 

collaboration with Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), 

experienced MASH members visited and met with Year 1 Students at their Universities in Kuala 

Lumpur and Kubang Krian, Kelantan soon after they started their first year studies.  

 

MASH was proud to be represented by our members, Puan Nor Shahrina Mohd Zawawi, Ms. 

Ang Ai Lee, Dr. Wong Tze Peng and Mr. Saravanan Selanduray who visited the respective        

Universities to speak to the students and engage them in a 2 hour workshop.  

 

The aim of this workshop was to expose the first year students to the values, skills and qualities 

expected of a professional clinician. In addition, it also allowed students to meet people in the 

profession, while sharing in their enthusiasm and passion of being a clinician.  

 

This initiative has enabled MASH to strengthen links with our University counterparts and to 

support the learning experience of our budding student clinicians.  

 

Once again, the Student Affairs Portfolio thanks the speakers, organizers and our University  

colleagues for making this initiative a success. 

Ms. Ang Ai Lee 

Dr. Wong Tze Peng 

Pn. Nor Shahrina 

Mr. Saravanan 



EVENTS 
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REPORT ON MASHôS PARTICIPATION AT IMUôS SEMINAR:  

The seminar entitled 'Autism: Insights and Intervention' was a 1½  days multi-speaker seminar organized by the 

Human Biology Department of International Medical University, Kuala Lumpur. MASH was invited to speak at 

this seminar to replace the Speech and Language Pathologist (from India) who had to cancel her participation 

due to medical reasons. MASH was most delighted to be represented by Dr. Wong Tze Peng who delivered a 

talk on Facilitating Communication. This presentation explored the evidence-based facilitation techniques that 

can be used with individuals with autism. The audience at the seminar comprised of professionals working with 

people with autism, careers and parents of people with autism. 

 

Among the other speakers at the seminar were: 

1. Dr. Martha Herbert, a Pediatric Neurologist from Harvard      

University who conducted a talk and Questions & Answers       

session through tele-video conferencing. 

2.  Dr. N.P. Karthikeyen, an ENT by profession and            

currently a specialist running the DOAST centre for children 

with autism in India. Dr. Karthikeyen and his team also 

talked about some of the intervention approaches that 

they use at their intervention centre e.g., Yoga.  

 

There were also a few other local representatives (e.g. Dr. 

Aminah Bee from MOH). MASH is most grateful to Dr. 

Wong Tze Peng for contributing her time and effort (at 

short notice!)  to raising public awareness in this area and for 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ a!{IΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  

Dr. Wong Tze Peng 




